
 

Dear Crystal Lake Family, 

As the holidays approach, it is time for us to reflect on the first four months of school and to thank those of you who have 
made them rewarding… 

1. Students: What a terrific bunch of students we have here at Crystal Lake Elementary. They are friendly, thoughtful and 
eager to learn. 

2. Parents and Community: I appreciate your support and help in getting this year off to a great start. From PTA, SAC, 
business partners, and the volunteers in the classroom, I appreciate all that you do for the teachers and students at Crystal 
Lake Elementary! 

3. Teachers: A school is only as successful as the teachers who work there. Teaching is more than a “job”. It’s a passion. 
Our students are very lucky to have such passionate individuals working long hours to make each day count! 

4. Support Staff: Thanks to all those who support our teachers and students!! Assistants, office staff, custodians, lunch-
room staff, Guidance Counselors, bus drivers, and Extended Day workers – All of you work tirelessly to make Crystal 
Lake Elementary a place where you can  “Be a Croc ...Show Your True Colors”. 

Ricky Carver  

PTA: Please consider joining the Crystal Lake Elementary School 

PTA. This is a great way to be a part of the CLES community! $8 

goes a long way to benefit our students and school. Plus, you get 

discounts too! 

Reminders: If you have not signed up for Skyward Family Ac-

cess, the  forms are available at the front office.  

“Academic Excellence, Community Involvement and Global Awareness” 

Book Fair- CLES Media would like to thank our amazing Croc 

families for your support during our Arctic Adventure book fair.  A Spe-

cial shout out to our Book Fair Chairperson, Ms. Drawdy, she lead an 

amazing team of volunteers in the Arctic transformation of our media 

center and lobby.   

We had a very successful book fair. Funds raised will go to  
support material for our growing Maker Space. Thank you for your 
generous donations to the All For Books program. We were able to 
purchase $508 worth of books for CLES students in need.  We 
look forward to our spring book fair coming in February!  
  

Watch for the flyer: Parents’ Night Out/Kids’ Night In  

December 13th 6-9pm @ Crystal Lake Elementary 

Teachers and Staff will entertain your children with movies, crafts, 
games and dinner while you shop, wrap gifts or just enjoy dinner 
out. Fifteen dollars for the first child and $10 for each additional 
child. Funds will go toward the Fun Run scheduled for March 12th.  

Crystal Lake Elementary School Events 

DATE TIME DETAILS 

4 
7 –7:30 

am 
All Pro Dads Breakfast 

4-11 
8:30-

2:00 
PTA Wonderland Gift Shoppe 

12 6:30 pm  Holiday Chorus Performance  

13 6-9pm Parents Night Out/Kids Night In 

17,18,19 12:20 EARLY RELEASE  

Dec 20 - 

Jan –5 
 WINTER BREAK 

January 

6 
 SCHOOL RESUMES 

   

   

   

   

December   2019 

December    

2019   
 



December 2019 

 

“Academic Excellence, Community Involvement and Global Awareness” 

Kindergarten:  

 

First Grade: Welcome to December in first grade!!! First Grade is ready for some holiday spirit! This month we are reading in-

formational text. We will be identifying main topic and key details. We will be comparing similarities and differences between two 

texts on the same topic. Our students love reading non-fiction books! Our math standards this month cover graphing data. We will 

learn how to read and interpret data from a graph. We will also make a graph from data we have collected. This month in science we 

will be observing stars. We will be ending our month with gingerbread houses and pajama day to get ready for our winter break!!! 

Hopefully it won’t be 90 degrees!! Please remember to check your child’s planner and yellow take home folders daily. 

Third Grade: Happy Holidays from Third Grade! This 
year is flying by, and there’s still so much to do. During ELA, 
we will work on point of view, historic events and connec-
tions. In Math, we will finish division and begin fractions. 
Science will find us beginning light energy and the study of 
the sun's light and heat. Maps and continents will be the 
focus for Social Studies. This time of year is filled with fun 
and family, but we still have a lot of learning to do in 
school. Please remind your child to stay focused and give 
100% as we cruise through December. 

Second Grade: Brrrr!!  Winter is on its way!  Time to snuggle up to a good book, warm up to your weekly homework, and nestle 

in for some learning fun!   Second Grade is preparing for some upcoming wintry weather at our annual Blizzard Breakfast and we 
can't wait for the school Wonderland Gift Shoppe to open.  Please continue practicing those math facts and encourage your child to 
read challenging leveled books to improve comprehension.  We are almost at the half way point in second grade, and time is going 

fly by in the new year. 

Fourth Grade: Winter rotations will be here before we know 
it!  The children will have the opportunity to bake a cake and create 
a masterpiece!  Our Croc Cash Day is Monday, December 16th so 
students are working hard to earn money to buy "into" the FUN 
rooms!  Students should be reading each night so they can take 
Reading Counts quizzes and build up their points.  We LOVE seeing 
Sunshine State books in the mix!  For math, the children should be 
working on multiplication and division fluency!  We wish everyone a 
happy and restful winter break! 

Student Council: .We had their first successful community 

project.  We held a Sockathon in the month of October and part of 
November.  Our school collected about 380 pairs of socks.  Kudos 

to Mrs. Keener's and Mrs. Briatico's third grade, also Mrs. Eche-
mendia's fifth grade class for their superb efforts.  Mrs. Keener's 
class collected 66 pairs of socks.  Mrs. Echemendia's class collected 

46 pairs of socks.  Mrs. Briatico's class 45 pairs of socks. Our next 
meeting will be held on Monday, December 2nd where all reps will 

be introduced to their new community project. 

Clinic: It is Flu season  again. Please encourage good handwash-

ing, covering up coughs and sneezes, getting good sleep, exercising 

to help improve your immune system, eating  nutritious foods and 
staying home when you have flu-like symptoms.  You are encour-

aged to get the flu shot from your  primary provider or the Health 
Department.                                            

Teach In : Thank you to all of our Teach In Volunteers. We 
had over 15 parents, community members and community 
partners that shared their talents, craft, and life experience 
with our students.   

Fifth Grade: 
In Math, students are continuing to work on mastering mul-
tiplying and dividing with decimals through the thou-
sandths. In PRIMES Math, students are beginning to work 
on fraction operations with unlike denominators. 
 
Science is out of this world this month! Students will be 
able to describe what makes up the Milky Way Galaxy and 
compare and contrast inner and outer planets. 
 
During ELA, students are reading Greek myths. We will be 
determining the narrative elements. looking at theme, sum-
marizing, studying importance of multimedia and visual 
elements. 
 
Social Studies brings history to life by reading about Ruby 
Bridges. As they read, students will be concentrating on 
text structures and relationships in the text.  

                          BRRR!!!!  What’s the “matter?”  Solid, liquid, or gas?  The COLD greeted us early this (Florida) season, making it 
the “most wonderful time of the year” to learn about Matter in science.  In ELA, we started reading about the Gingerbread Man, 
and we’ll continue to compare and contrast it with the Gingerbread Baby and Gingerbread Girl stories.  We’re also exploring  
3-Dimensional shapes in math, and we can’t wait to tie everything into our Winter Wonderland rotation on Tuesday,  
December 17th.  Also, Kindergarten will continue our tradition of a “Snow In” Pajama Day on Thursday, December 19th where we 
get to drink hot chocolate and enjoy the GIFT OF TIME with each other. :)  

PTA: Wonderland Gift Shoppe  
December 4-11 from 8:30 –2:00pm  
Students come shop for your family. 


